l88	KING   CHARLES   I
The little colony of Maryland, sent out by Charles, probably as a refuge for the Papists he was forced to oppress at home, decided to adopt what a contemporary Parliamentarian called "that grand Chimsera, Liberty of Conscience." Their Parliament made it law, all Christians become equal, and it proved no Chimaera.
At home Laud's policy provoked considerable resistance. Congregations fought against the removal of the Communion Table to the east end and its railing-in. Individuals broke stained-glass windows. Brave Prynne was still in prison, but still writing. He contrived to get a book printed without licence, attacking the Declaration of Sports, bishops and their political power. He was pilloried again, and lost what was left of his ears; lawyer Finch savagely suggested that he should also be branded on the cheeks. Beside him stood two companions, both condemned to ear-cropping—a clergyman called Burton for preaching two fierce sermons against ceremonies, and Bastwick, a doctor, who had published a scurrilous attack on bishops and " every limb of Antichrist." The London crowd had, this time, nothing but cheers and encouragement for their bravery, and Prynne met many demonstrations of sympathy on the long journey that took him to rigorous imprisonment in Lancaster gaol. Laud refused to sit among their judges, " because the business hath some reflection on myself." But he spoke at the trial, refuting the prisoners out of their own Calvinist authorities. Some men said that Laud was using an official position to wreak a private spite. It was an unjust charge, but it was partly Laud's fault that it could be made—and believed.
No one can doubt that the bishops were growing seriously unpopular with large classes, especially in London. If one had to point to any single reason for the downfall of King Charles, it would be to the policy which concentrated all grievances into one and presented a single target to shafts whose dispersion might have made them comparatively harmless. The united front may be an admirable

